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budget is being built and those kinds of deci-
sions get made.

As the President suggested, we are bal-
ancing some risks. There are operational risks
with respect to near-term threats. There are
also risks of not transforming, of not modern-
izing the force at a rate that makes sense,
or of not taking proper care of the men and
women in the Armed Forces, and the risks
that you run then of not having the people
you need to see that the United States of
America can continue to contribute to peace
and stability in the world.

So it is that complicated process of bal-
ancing those risks that will lead the services
to come back with their recommendations,
which we then will all consider and take into
account in our recommendations to the
President.

With respect to the specific aircraft you’re
talking about, we all know it’s been a trou-
bled program. It has had enormous difficul-
ties and—but it has not come to the point
of a decision, and it will in the coming period
of September and October.

The President. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s 15th news conference
began at 10:44 a.m. at the Crawford Community
Center. In his remarks, he referred to President
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa; Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel; President Vicente Fox
of Mexico; and Bob and Susan Levy, whose
daughter, Chandra, has been missing since April
30. The President also referred to the Report of
the Sharm al-Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee,
which was chaired by former Senator George J.
Mitchell. Reporters referred to former Prime
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel and President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld and Chairman-designate Gen. Richard
B. Myers, USAF.

Proclamation 7458—Women’s
Equality Day, 2001

August 24, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Women’s Equality Day marks the anniver-
sary of women’s enfranchisement and a piv-
otal victory for women’s rights. Our Nation
recognized a woman’s right to vote with the
passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, but
the roots of the women’s rights movement
go back to at least 80 years earlier.

In 1840, Elizabeth Cady Stanton met
Lucretia Mott at the World’s Anti-Slavery
Convention in London. They, along with the
other women there, expected to join in the
anti-slavery proceedings, but male delegates
refused to allow them to participate. Thus
rebuffed, Mott and Stanton began a journey
that would lead to the 1848 Seneca Falls
Convention. There, the Declaration of Rights
and Sentiments called for women’s equality,
including the right to vote and to take part
in our Nation’s great moral debates.

Nearly all women’s rights advocates also
fought for the abolition of slavery. One hun-
dred and fifty years ago, anti-slavery suffrag-
ette Sojourner Truth gave a powerful address
expounding on the strength of women. Her
impassioned call for women to actively par-
ticipate in social justice movements became
a legendary link between abolition and suf-
frage. That same year, Susan B. Anthony met
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and they later joined
Harriet Tubman, Mary Ann Shad Cary, Lucy
Stone, and other abolitionists to pursue the
goal of women’s suffrage. Many 19th Century
abolitionist suffragettes did not live to see the
fruit of their work for women’s enfranchise-
ment, but their efforts led the way for women
to fight for and win recognition of their rights
as equal participants in our Republic.
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Tremendous advancements have been
made in the fight for equality. But we must
remain diligent in enforcing our Nation’s
laws. And we still have work to do in this
area.

Today, thousands of people, mainly
women and children, are trafficked into the
United States each year and forced to work
in the sex industry, sweatshops, field labor,
and domestic servitude. Beyond these vile
acts, workplace discrimination and targeted
violence continue to take place, despite their
rejection by our communities and legal sys-
tem.

Our efforts to ensure women equal rights
must include the protection of women from
violence and equal access to justice. This is
particularly vital for women who face geo-
graphic, cultural, and other barriers to social
justice services. Women victimized by crime
should receive equitable and compassionate
care, including access to advocacy, emer-
gency shelter, law enforcement protection,
and legal aid. That is why my 2002 budget
requests increased funding for Federal initia-
tives to combat violence against women and
to continue the guarantees of basic civil
rights and liberties for women.

As we remember the well-known cham-
pions of women’s equality, we also honor the
millions of women whose private efforts and
personal ideals continue to sustain and im-
prove this land. On Women’s Equality Day,
I call upon all Americans to defend the free-
doms gained by those who came before us
and to continue to expand our shared vision
of social justice and equality.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2001,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the
people of the United States to observe this
day with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of August,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on August 29.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 20
In the morning, the President traveled to

Milwaukee, WI. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had a telephone conversation
with Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Can-
ada.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Menomonee Falls, WI. Later, he traveled to
Kansas City, MO.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edward R. McPherson to be Chief
Financial Officer of the Department of Agri-
culture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sandra L. Pack to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Financial Manage-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Thomas Korsmo to be a
member of the Federal Housing Finance
Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate W. Michael Cox to be Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Disabled Employment
Policy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William J. Hybl to be U.S. Rep-
resentative to the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roger P. Winter to be Assistant
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development for the Bureau of Hu-
manitarian Response.
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